
...EARLY END TO THE 2006 RAINY SEASON... 

 

THE 2006 RAINY SEASON IN SOUTH FLORIDA, WHICH BEGAN ON MAY 25, CAME TO 

AN END LAST WEEK ON OCTOBER 6. THIS IS 10 DAYS EARLIER THAN THE MEDIAN 

ENDING DATE OF OCTOBER 16. THIS YEAR’S RAINY SEASON LASTED A TOTAL OF 

135 DAYS, 18 DAYS LESS THAN THE AVERAGE DURATION OF 153 DAYS. 

 

THIS YEAR'S RAINY SEASON WAS CHARACTERIZED BY LARGE VARIABILITY IN THE 

AREAL PRECIPITATION TOTALS. MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT RECEIVED 47.21 

INCHES OF RAIN DURING THE WET SEASON PERIOD, WHICH IS OVER FIVE INCHES 

ABOVE THE NORMAL WET SEASON VALUE OF 42.16 INCHES. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

PALM BEACH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT ONLY RECEIVED 27.88 INCHES OF RAIN, 

WELL BELOW THE NORMAL AMOUNT. FORT LAUDERDALE/HOLLYWOOD INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT WAS IN THE MIDDLE WITH 36.83 INCHES. OVERALL, SOUTH FLORIDA 

RECEIVED BELOW NORMAL RAINFALL DURING THE WET SEASON. BESIDES MIAMI 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, THE EXCEPTION TO THIS WAS OVER WESTERN SECTIONS 

OF COLLIER COUNTY WHICH RECEIVED QUITE A BIT OF RAIN THROUGHOUT THE 

SUMMER. NAPLES REGIONAL AIRPORT RECEIVED 43.20 INCHES FOR THE ENTIRE 

RAINY SEASON.  

 

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TROPICAL STORM ERNESTO WHICH BROUGHT LARGE 

AMOUNTS OF RAIN TO THE WESTERN AND INTERIOR PORTIONS OF SOUTH FLORIDA 

AT THE END OF AUGUST, FEW SIGNIFICANT WEATHER SYSTEMS AFFECTED THE AREA 

THIS SUMMER. THEREFORE, THE AREA’S RAINFALL THIS WET SEASON DEPENDED 

LARGELY ON SMALL-SCALE EFFECTS SUCH AS SEA BREEZES WHICH CAN INCREASE 

THE VARIABILITY OF RAINFALL EVEN OVER SHORT DISTANCES. 

 

THE END OF THE RAINY SEASON IS DETERMINED PRIMARILY BY THE FIRST 

TIME THE DEW POINT DROPS BELOW 70 DEGREES FOR ABOUT THREE 

CONSECUTIVE DAYS. THIS TYPICALLY COINCIDES WITH THE FIRST MINIMUM 

TEMPERATURE READING BELOW 70 DEGREES SINCE SPRING, AND A 

CORRESPONDING SHARP DECREASE IN THE FREQUENCY OF THE DAILY 

RAINFALL PATTERNS WHICH CHARACTERIZE THE RAINY SEASON. THIS YEAR’S END 

TO THE RAINY SEASON WAS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY A SIGNIFICANT DROP IN 

TEMPERATURE. HOWEVER, STRONGER FRONTS TYPICALLY BEGIN ARRIVING IN SOUTH 

FLORIDA DURING THE MIDDLE TO LATTER PART OF OCTOBER.  

 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IT IS NOT UNCOMMON TO HAVE PERIODS OF RAIN 

LASTING A DAY OR SO DURING THE DRY SEASON, AS IS POSSIBLE THURSDAY INTO 

FRIDAY AS A COLD FRONT APPROACHES SOUTH FLORIDA. HOWEVER, THESE WET 

EPISODES ARE TYPICALLY TRANSIENT AND ONLY SERVE TO PROVIDE OCCASIONAL 

RELIEF TO THE DRY WEATHER PATTERN NORMALLY OBSERVED BETWEEN THE MONTHS 

OF NOVEMBER AND APRIL. 

 

WITH THE RETURN OF EL NINO THIS COMING WINTER, PRECIPITATION THIS DRY 

SEASON MAY END UP BEING ABOVE NORMAL. THIS WILL DEPEND ON THE STRENGTH 

OF THE UPCOMING EL NINO, WHICH IS STILL SOMEWHAT UNCERTAIN. DURING A 

MODERATE TO STRONG EL NINO, SOUTH FLORIDA TYPICALLY RECEIVES MORE 

WINTER RAIN THAN NORMAL DUE TO AN INCREASE IN FREQUENCY OF LOW PRESSURE 

AREAS OVER THE GULF OF MEXICO AND FLORIDA WHICH CAN EVEN PRODUCE SEVERE 

WEATHER OUTBREAKS. MORE INFORMATION ON EL NINO’S EFFECTS IN SOUTH 

FLORIDA WILL BE DESCRIBED IN ANOTHER STATEMENT WHICH WILL BE ISSUED 

AROUND NOVEMBER 1.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, AS WELL AS THE LATEST FORECASTS AND WARNINGS FOR 

SOUTH FLORIDA, PLEASE VISIT THE MIAMI NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE WEB SITE 

AT MIAMIWEATHER.INFO. 
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